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A Short History of Bethel United 

Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic  

 

 

The spiritual origin of Bethel United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic can be 

traced back to the birth of the Christian Church at Jerusalem in AD 33 when 

the Lord poured out the Holy Spirit on the first 120 believers in the 

resurrected Christ, and they began to speak with new tongues as the Holy 

Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). From this initial 120 the church 

continued to grow with 3,000 being baptised in the name of Jesus Christ after 

the Apostle Peter preached the first sermon and instructed the men gathered 

that to be saved they must “Repent and be baptised every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).  Bethel preach, teach and practice the same faith 



© Nicholas L B Myers, 2019 2 

as the Apostles. Hence, we are a continuation of the great outpouring of God’s 

Spirit that began in AD 33.  

 

Our organisational beginnings can be traced to the early Pentecostal revivals 

of the 20th Century. Most notable are the Topeka outpouring in 1901, the 

Azusa Street revival 1906-1909 and the Worldwide Camp Revival of 1913 in 

Arreo Seyco (USA).  These are not the first, or the only times the Lord moved 

in history, but they are of key significance to the history of Bethel United 

Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic. It was at Topeka in 1901 that the Lord 

restored the truth that the sign of being baptised with the Holy Spirit is 

speaking with new tongues (Acts 2:4). It was at Azusa Street 1906-1909 that 

the Lord poured out this “Pentecostal” experience on thousands of seekers 

and spread necessity of receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit (evidenced by 

speaking with new tongues) around the world. And, it was at the Arreyo Secco 

revival meeting in 1913 that the Lord began to restore the significance of the 

Name of Jesus to salvation (Acts 4:12; Lk 24:47) and the Godhead (Col 2:9; 

Php 2:9 Act 15:17).  

 

These three significant occurrences mark the modern genesis of the Apostolic 

(“Oneness”) Pentecostal movement. In 1919 missionaries from the first 

Apostolic organisation, “The Pentecostal Assemblies of the World” (P.A.W) 

brought the Jesus Name message to Jamaica. This triggered a mighty move 

of God throughout Jamaica.  
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On Sunday 18th October 1936 Christine Walsh was baptised in Jesus Name 

and came up out of the water speaking in tongues. She immediately began 

work evangelising in the parish of St Mary and further afield. After initially 

resisting the Apostolic message her husband Charles also submitted to the 

power of the almighty God and accepted baptism in Jesus’ Name. They would 

become a dynamic ministry couple. In 1938 Bishop Grimes of the P.A.W 

ordained them, recognising the call on their life. In the same year a young 

man named Sydney Alexander Dunn would come to Christ under their 

ministry.  

 

Sydney Dunn was baptised in Jesus’ name on Sunday 1st January 1939, 

within a month he was filled with the Holy Ghost. He received a special 

anointing from God, the prayer meeting began at around 12 noon and it was 

not until 7pm that Sydney Dunn came back to himself… he truly met the 

Lord. The Lord revealed to his pastor, Mother Walsh that he would be a great 

man in the gospel, and he was to assist her in the mission field. Thence began 

Bro Sydney Dunn’s ministry training, this included memorising twenty-four 

scriptures per day, shadowing his pastor on mission, living a set apart life (no 

idling, no cricket, no pen pals, etc). At 18 “Bro Dunn” became “Deacon Dunn”. 

At 19, “Deacon Dunn” was appointed “Curate Dunn”. Then 19-year-old 

“Curate Dunn” was ordained “Elder Dunn” and given the pastorate of a 

church of 60 members in Kilancholly St Mary (JA) under the watchful eye of 

his pastor Mother Walsh.  
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In 1945 due to circumstances within the P.A.W of Jamaica many pastors 

withdrew from that organisation including Charles and Christine Walsh. After 

prayerfully seeking God, these leaders received a word “Shiloh” in a vision, 

and this gave birth to the Shiloh Apostolic Church. The Lord confirmed the 

work through mighty signs and wonders by His Spirit, and many churches 

were planted across the island of Jamaica. The pioneers of Shiloh were Bishop 

Charles Walsh and Mother Christine Walsh. Elder Sydney Dunn was also 

consecrated as Deputy Bishop and served in an administrative role as General 

Secretary. The ministerial and church planting and administrative training 

Bishop Dunn received would prove invaluable when the Lord called him to 

pioneer the Bethel organisation.  

 

It was 1954 that God orchestrated plans to move Bishop Dunn to England. 

In that year the young Bishop Dunn expressed a desire to his pastor for the 

hand of Sister Chloe E Thomson who worshipped at the Fletchers Lane 

assembly in Kingston. However, as Bishop Dunn lived with his pastors, 

Mother Walsh abruptly asked: “Where are you going to put her?!” This cut 

Bishop to his heart. Immediately he wanted to travel for England to earn 

enough to buy a home, get married, and return to continue in the ministry in 

Jamaica. But God had other plans. Bishop Dunn preached his final sermon 

at Shiloh’s convocation at Kendal in August 1954 drawing on Jude 1:3 

“earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”  

This would serve as a reminder of his Apostolic roots, and as a call to action, 

to spread the truth of the Oneness of God and baptism in Jesus’ name 

throughout the UK.  
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Bishop Dunn set sail for England that year, boarding the S.S Arega on the 

18th December 1954. No sooner had he boarded than his assignment began. 

Seeing the immorality onboard Bishop preached to the passengers, saving 

many the embarrassment of arriving in England carrying children that did 

not belong to their spouses. Interestingly, the LORD used the same ship, the 

S.S Arega to carry Elder Leon Walrond from Barbados to the U.K in 1956. 

Elder Walrond served as Bishop Dunn’s assistant pastor at Gibson Road for 

52 years (1966-2018).  

 

Bishop Dunn arrived in Folkestone on 

Saturday 9th January 1955 and headed 

for Birmingham (arriving at 2am on 

Sunday 10th January), where he would 

spend the rest of his life. In Bishop 

Dunn’s own words: “No soon than I 

arrived I began to make enquiries where 

there was a Pentecostal Church where I 

could live and feel free, for I could not see 

myself living in England without the 

Church that I was born into. In my searching I saw Pentecostal churches and 

Apostolic Churches, but when I made enquiries these were not the churches 

that upheld the ONENESS doctrine and I preferred to return to Jamaica 

without a penny as long as I kept the faith that I was taught, believed and 

practiced.” (Born For A Purpose, 2016).  
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Bishop Dunn gathered to worship with others who came to England and were 

without an Apostolic church to call home. During this time Bishop Dunn and 

Sister Chloe E Thomson were married. Services began to be kept in the house 

of the saints Bishop Dunn stayed with. They progressed from a dining room, 

to a school room in Chain Walk, Lozells. Then to Berner Street, where they 

used a hall above a factory. As the group grew, the brother who owned the 

house where services began felt he should be the leader. However, when it 

became apparent the brother was not fully persuaded of the Apostolic 

doctrine, inviting non-Apostolic preachers to minister, Bishop Dunn decided 

it best to withdraw for his soul’s sake in August 1955. This stand for truth 

cost Bishop and Mother Dunn their place of accommodation… but the Lord 

made room for them for honouring His Word.  

 

House meetings re-started at 145 Holly Road, at Brother and Sister Neil’s 

house. It was during this time the Lord spoke to Bishop Dunn. As Bishop 

contemplated going back to Jamaica the Lord said: “You are pregnant with 

the church, why don’t you give birth!” Then, while Bishop was at work the 

LORD called him just before his lunch break and said: “Go up to Gibson Road, 

go up to Gibson Road, go up to Gibson Road!” Bethel’s beginnings at 2 Gibson 

Road is the result of a divine call from the Almighty.  
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Bishop Dunn heeded the call, cycling to Gibson Road with his lunch (salt-fish 

and cabbage sandwiches). Whereas at previous times Bishop didn’t see 

anyone at the building on this day two men stood outside. This meant Bishop 

could get the details for the caretaker, who took the request for Gibson Road 

to be used for services to the committee meeting the next day, Tuesday 6th 

September 1955 (this was God’s timing as they only met once per month).  

Rental was approved for services on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday of each 

week—this schedule continues at Gibson Road today. The first service was 

held at Gibson Road on Sunday 11th September 1955.   

 

The property at 2 Gibson Road was purchased in 1959 for £3,000 following a 

miraculous intervention from the Barclays bank manager, who the Lord 

moved to deposit a £1,500 loan into the church account without ever meeting 

Bishop Dunn, or any prior signature or security (for context a week’s wage 
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was around £5-6). This took the church’s funds to £2,800 before additional 

fundraising and pledges. Thankfully, the mortgage was paid in full in nine 

months and only £900 of the loan used. The church rapidly grew. There was 

a flow of baptisms, souls being filled, healings and other signs and 

manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit; discernment, interpretation of tongues, 

prophecy, word of knowledge and so forth.  

 

 

 

In order to be accountable and under authority Bishop Dunn sought 

affiliation with Bishop Randolph A Carr, Presiding Bishop of the Rehoboth 

Church of God in Christ Jesus Apostolic, (Baltimore, USA). This was in part 

because Bishop and Mother Walsh did not wish to extend the Shiloh Apostolic 

Church of Jamaica into the United Kingdom. So, in 1956 one year after 

formation, ‘Bethel’ 2 Gibson Road was affiliated with the Rehoboth 
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organisation. In the decades that followed (1960s and 1970s) the church 

experienced explosive growth, spreading to many towns and cities in the UK.  

 

 

 

In 1959 the Lord revealed the truth of baptism in Jesus name and the 

Oneness of the Godhead to Pastor Herman Darius Brown. Pastor Brown had 

arrived in England on Saturday 4 November 1950 as an Elder in the Church 

of God. Between 1952-1953 he was a founding leader of the New Testament 

Church of God (NTCoG), being officially ordained as Pastor of the NTCoG in 

Wolverhampton in 1955. However, the Lord convicted Pastor Brown to be re-

baptised in Jesus’ Name and preach the baptism in Jesus’ Name and that ‘the 

Mighty God is Jesus’ (i.e. Oneness of the Godhead).  Pastor Brown responded 

faithfully on the 19th July 1959, choosing to please God rather than man.  

This marked the birth of the Mount Shiloh Apostolic Church. A year later in 
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July 1960 Pastor Brown became affiliated with Bishop Dunn and the 

Rehoboth Church of God in Christ Apostolic.  

 

Bishop H D Brown served in the Bethel United Church as an Overseer (1965-

1977) Deputy Bishop for the U.K. (1977-2009), Bishop of the Women’s 

Department, and Diocesan for the ‘West Midlands District’ (1977-2009). 

Bishop Brown is remembered as a gentle, wise spiritual father with a 

melodious baritone voice.  

 

A year after the Lord called Pastor H D Brown to preach the Oneness, a young 

minister from the Island of Nevis arrived in Ipswich Suffolk on Friday 20th 

May 1960. His name was Martin Howard Simmonds. There were far fewer 

migrants settling in East Anglia, and no Apostolic Pentecostal presence. 

Within three months of arrival the Lord used Martin to baptise the first soul 

in Jesus’ name in the river Orwell on the 27th August 1960. In June 1961 a 

church was established at 33 Silent Street, Ipswich (moving to their present 

home of Luther Road in 1975).  As the church, and the challenges, grew 

Martin sought to reconnect with Bishop Carr, whom he had known in Nevis, 

as a spiritual covering. Bishop Carr instructed Martin to work with Bishop 

Dunn in Birmingham. In 1962 Martin Simmonds was ordained an Elder in 

the Rehoboth Church.   
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Bishop Martin Howard Simmonds served the Bethel organisation in many 

capacities. This includes: diocesan for the South Eastern District of 

Churches; first Principal of Bethel Institute of Biblical Studies (1994-1999), 

General Secretary for 15 years, and finally as Acting Presiding Bishop 

following the death of Bishop Dunn (2017-2019). He was called to be with the 

Lord in May 2019.  

 

In 1961 a church was planted in Bristol to meet the needs of a sister who 

travelled to Gibson Road and testified about the lack of a place of worship in 

the area. As the church flourished Bishop Dunn sent out a young minister to 

care for the flock: Gerald E Edmund and his wife Sweedie Edmund (nee 

Walsh), with their two young children Hedy and Dexter. In the early days the 

Edmunds would hold prayer meetings in their home at 46 Britannia Road, 

Easton. It was here that many souls were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
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Eventually, Pastor Edmund was consecrated Bishop and diocesan for the 

South Western District of Churches, he also served as Bishop for the Youth 

Department. Together with Mother Edmund they oversaw the growth of 

assemblies in Cardiff, Newport, Southampton, Trowbridge, Gloucester and 

Reading. Mother Edmund is the daughter of Bishop Charles and Mother 

Christine Walsh, continuing the legacy of a husband and wife team soul 

winning and church planting.  

 

In the 1960s the church was also spreading through the North in areas such 

as Manchester (1960), Sheffield (1961), Leeds (1960s), Liverpool (1960s) and 

Preston (1970s). When the Pastor in Manchester, Elder Bryan, moved to 

Canada in 1965 Bishop Dunn sent out Arnold George Miller to tend to the 

flock. Bishop Miller served alongside Bishop Dunn from the beginning in 

Birmingham. He would lay hands on souls and they would be filled with the 

Holy Ghost. It was then “Deacon Miller” who made the call to Bishop Dunn in 

Baltimore (USA) to say that Mr Sandbrook was ready to sell Gibson Road in 

1959. Bishop Miller will be remembered as a spiritual giant, a stalwart, who 

stood for holiness.  
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1965 was an eventful year. A change of direction on the issue of divorce and 

remarriage caused Bishop Dunn and others to reconsider affiliation with 

Rehoboth. To preserve the integrity of the Apostolic message Bishop Monroe 

R Saunders (Baltimore, USA), Bishop Sydney A Dunn (Birmingham, UK), 

Bishop John S Watson (Sava-La-Mar, JA) and Bishop Raymond O Murray 

(Boston, USA) formed the First United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic on 1 

October, 1965.  Bishop Saunders served as Presiding Bishop and Bishop 

Dunn as Deputy Bishop.  

 

The ministry continued to expand, not just in the U.K. but also overseas. In 

1969 Bishop Dunn sent Elder Ira D Thompson to establish a church in 

Jamaica for those who were returning home from England. Elder Thompson 

would become the first Island Bishop, he was a gifted soul-winner. There is 

now a strong Bethel presence on the Island of Jamaica, enjoying strong 

fellowship with other Apostolic bodies.  
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In 1970 brother Dorant W Thompson, formerly of the Gibson Road assembly, 

purchased a storefront church for worship at Vaughn Road, Toronto (Ontario, 

Canada). As with Bishop Dunn, Dorant came to Canada for economic reasons 

in 1964, but the Lord had other plans. The church birthed at Vaughn Road 

began with just nine adults and four children.  However, the ministry grew, 

and daughter works were established in areas including Edmonton, Alberta, 

Manitoba, British Columbia, Scarborough, Montreal, Quebec to name a few. 

Pastor D W Thompson was consecrated as the national Bishop in 1997. He 

continues to lead a progressive and dynamic ministry today including a 

homeless ministry, 24/7 prayer-line and other initiatives.  

 

Similarly, in 1974 Elder Leslie J Barnes was sent by Bishop Dunn to establish 

a work in New York for the saints who were moving abroad to the USA., such 
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was Bishop Dunn’s care for souls. Bishop Barnes arrived in Brooklyn New 

York on 10th October 1974 and continues to this day.  

 

 

 

In 1976 Bishop Dunn felt the Lord calling for a church in Edmonton Canada, 

which is to the Western seaboard of Canada. Having planted the church in 

Edmonton Bishop Dunn felt it was God’s will for a young minister in 

Wolverhampton named Orrain Simpson to relocate as pastor. Minister 

Simpson was initially reluctant, but he relented to the call of God and in 1977 

was ordained an Elder and commissioned for the pastorate in Edmonton 

(Canada). Working closely with Bishop D W Thompson, Pastor Simpson 

helped develop Bethel to the West of Canada. New churches were planted and 

in 2000 Elder Simpson was appointed Overseer for the Western District. In 
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2019 he was consecrated as a Bishop, and he continues to this day leading a 

multi-racial, progressive Apostolic ministry in the Western Region of Canada.   

 

The First United Church of Jesus Christ continued to expand and experience 

explosive growth. In 1986 the organisation purchased the Kelvin Way site, 

formerly the headquarters of the Midland Electricity Board.  This was paid for 

in full by 1991 through the hard work and sacrifice of the saints.  Kelvin Way 

was the official National Headquarters, and home to the International Holy 

Convocation held each July.  

 

In 1991 the First United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic (U.K.) reorganised 

as Bethel United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic. Bishop Dunn became 

Presiding Bishop of the churches in the United Kingdom, Caribbean, Canada 

and Ft Lauderdale (USA), while Bishop Saunders Snr, remained as Presiding 

Bishop over the churches in the USA and Liberia (West Africa). The bond 

between Bethel in the U.K. and the United Church in the U.S.A remains 

strong: “we are all one man’s sons” (Gen 42:11).  

 

In 1994 the Bethel School of Biblical Studies (“BIBS”) was established and 

has since its inception taught many hundreds of souls the principles of the 

Apostolic doctrine.  

 

Following a vision for a new central place of worship given to Bishop Dunn 

ground was broken for the construction of the Bethel Convention Centre on 

28th March 2000, the building was completed on 27th July 2001. The Bethel 



© Nicholas L B Myers, 2019 17 

Convention Centre serves not only the Bethel Church, but the wider Christian 

and local community.  

 

The Bethel United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic (UK) consists of over 40 

churches in the United Kingdom, as well having a presence in Jamaica, 

Canada, West Indies, USA and engages in foreign missions to fields including 

India and Kenya.  

 

Having obtained help from God we continue to this day!  
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